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Sir: 

In response to the final office action mailed June 2, 2006, it is respectfully requested that 
the final office action be withdrawn and treated as a non-final office action. 

Applicants thank Examiner Shang for the courtesies extended to the undersigned during a 
teleconference on June 20, 2006 regarding errors in the office action mailed June 2, 2006, and its 
improper status as 'final.' As discussed during the teleconference, the office action was 
improperly designated as 'final,' because U.S. patent no. 6,009,1 16 to Bednarek et al. constitutes 
a new ground of rejection to claim 9 that was not necessitated by Applicant's amendment or 
based on information cited in a recently-submitted information disclosure statement. See 
M.P.E.P. § 706.07(a). Claim 9 was rewritten independent form in the office action filed on 
March 16, 2006, to include the subject matter of its base claim and any intervening claims. 
However, claim 9 has not been substantively amended. 
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In addition, the office action mailed on June 2, 2006, fails to provide a basis for rejecting 
claims 7, 9 and 87-91. As such, the office action is clearly improper and, for this additional 
reason, should not be designated as 'final.' 

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the final status of the 
outstanding office action mailed June 2, 2006. 
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